ROLE CARD A
Scenario:  Central Asian countries (comprising Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) have many natural resources such as minerals and fossil fuels which are needed by German companies to manufacture goods. Moreover, their economy has experienced a boom over the last decade whereby they could improve their infrastructure, education, health care and defence. They are expected to continue growing the next decade. 
The European Union is planning to open its markets to Central Asian countries by signing a Free Trade Agreement and abolishing import taxes on both sides. So far, import taxes have hindered rising export sales. The abolishment of  import taxes is assumed to double German exports by the end of 2020. The European Parliament and big corporations in Germany strongly support this agreement. Small and medium-sized companies, however, oppose the Free Trade Agreement as they fear losing their business when competing against low-cost producers.


Representative of a workers' union 
You are a representative of a German workers' union which gives a political voice to workers and small companies. You are against this Free Trade Agreement. Here are your arguments:
You fear that many workers could lose their jobs as small businesses would close down. Unlike big companies, they would not able to compete with cheaper imports from Central Asian countries at the German market.
 Foreign companies quite often do not insure their workers and pay low wages whereas German companies are enforced to pay higher fringe benefits ( health insurance, sick leave, retirement benefits). In the long term, rich people would benefit most if the agreement was signed.
Try to back up your argumentation by using your own arguments against global competition.










ROLE CARD B
Scenario:  Central Asian countries (comprising Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) have many natural resources such as minerals and fossil fuels which are needed by German companies to manufacture goods. Moreover, their economy has experienced a boom over the last decade whereby they could improve their infrastructure, education, health care and defence. They are expected to continue growing the next decade. 
The European Union is planning to open its markets to Central Asian countries by signing a Free Trade Agreement and abolishing import taxes on both sides. So far, import taxes have hindered rising export sales. The abolishment of  import taxes is assumed to double German exports by the end of 2020. The European Parliament and big corporations in Germany strongly support this agreement. Small and medium-sized companies, however, oppose the Free Trade Agreement as they fear losing their business when competing against low-cost producers.

Politician from the European Parliament
You promote the Free Trade Agreement. Here are your arguments:
 Both sides would benefit from this. Their economy would grow and create new jobs.
The German economy depends on exports and has increasing demand for natural resources. 
It is just fair to give every country chances to develop and not to protect from global competition by closing your borders.
Free markets could turn countries into modern states where more opportunities are given to every citizen. 
Try to back up your argumentation by using arguments for global competition.











ROLE CARD C
Scenario:  Central Asian countries (comprising Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) have many natural resources such as minerals and fossil fuels which are needed by German companies to manufacture goods. Moreover, their economy has experienced a boom over the last decade whereby they could improve their infrastructure, education, health care and defence. They are expected to continue growing the next decade. 
The European Union is planning to open its markets to Central Asian countries by signing a Free Trade Agreement and abolishing import taxes on both sides. So far, import taxes have hindered rising export sales. The abolishment of  import taxes is assumed to double German exports by the end of 2020. The European Parliament and big corporations in Germany strongly support this agreement. Small and medium-sized companies, however, oppose the Free Trade Agreement as they fear losing their business when competing against low-cost producers.

Representative of a non-governmental organization (NGO)
You are against the Free Trade Agreement as you have seen the political reality there. Here are your arguments:
 Human rights organization criticize  the working condition in those countries as workers have to work more than eight hours a day. 
There are many reported incidents of human rights' violations. Critical opinions are repressed and opponents  are sometimes imprisoned. The Free Trade Agreement would support those non- democratic governments.
Officials are corrupt.
Try to back up your argumentation by also using your own arguments against global competition.











ROLE CARD D
Scenario:  Central Asian countries (comprising Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) have many natural resources such as minerals and fossil fuels which are needed by German companies to manufacture goods. Moreover, their economy has experienced a boom over the last decade whereby they could improve their infrastructure, education, health care and defence. They are expected to continue growing the next decade. 
The European Union is planning to open its markets to Central Asian countries by signing a Free Trade Agreement and abolishing import taxes on both sides. So far, import taxes have hindered rising export sales. The abolishment of  import taxes is assumed to double German exports by the end of 2020. The European Parliament and big corporations in Germany strongly support this agreement. Small and medium-sized companies, however, oppose the Free Trade Agreement as they fear losing their business when competing against low-cost producers.

Executive of a globally operating company
Your company produces machine parts which are exported to these countries. You would profit from the Free Trade Agreement. Here are your arguments::
More exports would expand your company's business and create new jobs  in Germany.
It is necessary to cooperate globally as we face future global challenges and also prevent  conflicts between countries. 
Consumers also profit from this Free Trade Agreement. Products become cheaper.












ROLE CARD E
Scenario:  Central Asian countries (comprising Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) have many natural resources such as minerals and fossil fuels which are needed by German companies to manufacture goods. Moreover, their economy has experienced a boom over the last decade whereby they could improve their infrastructure, education, health care and defence. They are expected to continue growing the next decade. 
The European Union is planning to open its markets to Central Asian countries by signing a Free Trade Agreement and abolishing import taxes on both sides. So far, import taxes have hindered rising export sales. The abolishment of  import taxes is assumed to double German exports by the end of 2020. The European Parliament and big corporations in Germany strongly support this agreement. Small and medium-sized companies, however, oppose the Free Trade Agreement as they fear losing their business when competing against low-cost producers.
Television host
You are the television host. You are having a discussion about the new Free Trade Agreement between Germany and Central Asian countries.  
 You have invited a representative of a workers' union, a politician from the European Parliament, a representative of a non- governmental organization and  an executive of a corporation.  Here’s what you have to do:
· Introduce the speakers and explain the background to the situation.
· Invite each speaker to explain his/her point of view, and moderate the discussion. To do this, you must listen actively to them, and help them continue if they slow down 
· You like it if people argue, because it makes your show more interesting and popular. Don’t hesitate to provoke either speaker into getting more emotional.
USEFUL LANGUAGE for the television host:
Listening language (to encourage the speaker to go on):
Really?  Right!  Good!  Fine!    True!
Reacting language (to provoke the speaker):
But wait a minute…
Do you REALLY believe that?
That’s a controversial point.
Aw, come on. 





ROLE PLAY - LISTENER’S INSTRUCTIONS
Listen to the role play and take notes. You will have to answer these questions at the
end of the speaking activity.
-Were the speakers able to convey their message effectively?
-Who was more convincing?
-Was the television host a good listener and facilitator of conversation? Why or why not? What words did he/she use?
-Did you notice any examples of incorrect language? What were they?
